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GORGON GAS PROJECT — BARROW ISLAND 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [9.11 am]: I rise today to share the 
exciting news that Chevron’s $54 billion Gorgon project has officially begun production. Gorgon is Australia’s 
largest single resource development with an anticipated operational life of between 30 and 40 years and an 
ultimate production capacity of 15.6 million tonnes of liquefied natural gas per annum. Chevron estimates that 
over the next 20 years of operation, Gorgon will add more than $440 billion to Australia’s gross domestic 
product and boost government revenue by more than $70 billion. More than $34 billion has been committed to 
Australian goods and services since construction started. The first gas milestone is the culmination of more than 
a decade of planning and construction. At peak construction, the Gorgon project employed 8 400 people. 
Construction will continue to mid-2017 to complete the second and third LNG processing trains, with 
approximately 6 500 workers remaining on Barrow Island. During production, the project will employ 
350 people. Growing demand in the Asia–Pacific region will continue to drive growth and innovation in the 
LNG sector, and Western Australia is well placed to benefit. By 2017 Western Australia will have the world’s 
second largest LNG production capacity, behind Qatar. The state’s annual production capacity of LNG is 
forecast to more than double from just over 16 million tonnes per annum to approximately 41 million tonnes 
per annum by 2018. 

Chevron has continued to maintain stringent environmental standards while planning and building the 
Gorgon LNG plant. Chevron has been producing oil and gas continuously on Barrow Island—a class A nature 
reserve since 1910—since 1967. Last year I presented Chevron with a Golden Gecko Award for environmental 
excellence for micro-tunnel work commissioned on its other major project, the $29 billion Wheatstone venture. 

I would particularly like to praise Chevron and its contractors and workers, who have dedicated a large part of 
their careers to help get this once-in-a-generation major project off the ground. I am confident that the skills and 
experience gained will be transferrable to new opportunities, not only in construction but also for 
Western Australia to take a leading role in carbon capture, storage technology and innovation around the world. 
The timing is perfect, with Perth hosting the eighteenth biennial International Conference and Exhibition on 
Liquefied Natural Gas from 11 to 15 April 2016. LNG 18 will provide a unique Western Australian experience 
for international delegates, as well as maximum exposure for Western Australia’s upstream exploration 
opportunities, service and supply value-adding, and downstream processing sectors. 
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